Blackcomb Helicopter Natural Resource Violation Report

1. Regulations

Wildlife Guidelines for Backcountry Tourism/Commercial Recreation in British Columbia May 2006

- 5. Special Management; Concern: Mountain Goats/Wild Sheep (See Appendix 1.
Species/Ecosystem Notes):

“Do not land in identified Mountain Goat winter ranges “

“Stay at distances sufficient to prevent changes to the behaviour of animals (more than
1500 m line of-sight is the default)”

Adventure Tourism Management Plan

- Remove all proposed facilities within Goat Winter Range and maintain a 2,000-metre buffer.

e.g., fuel caches, helipads, storage containers, etc.

BC Parks

- “Mountain biking is only permitted on mountain biking-specific or multi-use trails that have
been identified by BC Parks.”; https://bcparks.ca/plan-your-trip/things-to-do/cycling/

2. Violations

Blackcomb Helicopters bought Tyax Adventures in winter 2022 then proceeded to operate the 2022
season. The plane crashed in July 2022 then Blackcomb Helicopters continued to operate replacing the
plane with helicopters. This was against Park Use permit. Blackcomb Helicopters used their fall back
plan as a transporter regulated by federal government and carried on business. To get around the
commercial recreation tenure rules and specific letter from Kate Rottluff at the Lands branch not to
use helicopters, Blackcomb Helicopters simply put Crystal Lake on their map of transport pick up
points and carried on. Blackcomb Helicopters also dropped off bikers on top of the mountains
anywhere the bikers wanted. We had 4 mountain bikers rent our cabin before their trip. They told us
they were being dropped off at Iron Pass then would ride on to Bear Paw Camp that evening.
Blackcomb Helicopters doesn't have a license for that.

We have seen helicopters on ridge tops many times this summer as well as many low flying helicopters
and see all the rules being circumvented.

Consequences relate to violations:

Many studies prove that heli-biking and other helicopter-related disturbance displaces mountain goats
from their habitat and causes population declines. Increased disturbance by helicopters causes stress
responses in mountain goats including short fleeing reactions likely to cause muscle damage or



accidents which leads to immediate death. These reactions are because mountain goats are more
susceptible to noise-induced stress than other ungulates, impacts that could have adverse
demographic implications. Mountain goats are particularly affected by helicopter disturbance because
helicopter activity is increasing rapidly over much of their range, especially in BC, where the majority
of the species exists. As a form of disturbance helicopters are of specific concern because they are
able to cover large areas and encounter many animals per unit time.

Increased disturbances caused by helicopters causes stress responses that include short flight
reactions likely to cause muscle damage or accidents of mountain goats. Which leads to immediate
death because mountain goats are more susceptible to noise-induced stress than other ungulates.

Recreational activities like mountain biking displaces wildlife. In order to prevent the violations of the
wildlife, Blackcomb helicopters must self-regulate all transported mountain bikers, guided or
unguided, to not harass and chase Mountain Goats, Bighorn Sheep as per wildlife act. Furthermore
they need to self-regulate all transported mountain bikers, guided or unguided, to stay on main trails
and not go off trail as per park regulations.

Reduce noise pollution while flying to not disturb wildlife as per wildlife act. Stop wildlife viewing by
helicopter as per the Land act and wildlife act. Distribute flights across the operating area so high-use
wildlife habitat areas have less disturbance. Create regular and predictable patterns of flights so
wildlife can learn when and where to expect flight noise

According to the North American Wildlife Conservation Model (NAWCM) “Wildlife is considered an
international resource”. This includes Mountain Goats and means that everybody is equally
responsible to manage the wildlife. Wildlife and Biodiversity are of international importance and are a
measurement of human and ecosystem health (http://wildlife.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/05/North-American-model-of-Wildlife-Conservation.pdf)

BC contains 50% of the word's mountain goat population, held in trust as an international resource. So
BC is especially responsible for this species. Mountain Goats contribute to a rich biodiversity in BC and
disturbance can have long-term demographic consequences.
(https://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/documents/mtngoat.pdf;
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/wildlife/wildlife-
conservation/wild-sheep-and-mountain-goat#:~:text=The%20Mountain%20Goat%20is
%20built,pawing%?20through%20snow%20for%20food)

Furthermore Mountain Goats are on the Blue List of BC with the provincial status S3(2015) which
makes them a “Special concern “ and “vulnerable to extirpation or extinction “
(https://a100.gov.be.ca/pub/eswp/search.do;

The next season starts in 2 months, May 2023 and this problem needs to be rectified before then to
prevent further disruption of wildlife.



