
Thanks for having us on the referral process. Are we on the referral list for the Gold Bridge side of the 
Hurley also such as the Merritt forest district as we are the licensed guide outfitter, angling guide, have 
range tenure and hold a commercial recreation licence for the entire Bridge River Watershed for 
activities that include snowmobiling, mountain biking, wilderness guide training, wildlife viewing, 
horse pack trips, hiking etc.

Regarding the proposal to groom the Hurley from the parking lot to the top of the hill, Railway Pass 
Summit, will increase the snowmobile traffic. The Cat ski operation grades from Railway Pass into 
their Cat ski lodge so the cumulative effect will increase exponentially.

With no management and no enforcement of any rules or standards, some of the problems that exist 
already are snowmobilers driving all around in the clear cuts and break off all the regen trees. The 
moose in their wintering area use the logging roads as travel routes and are being stressed and 
displaced by snowmobilers. We witnessed this all of December 2022 to January 2023. The 
snowmobilers go off road where ever there is an opportunity and make new routes through moose 
winter areas and closer than 500 metre from mountain goat winter range. We witnessed a grizzly bear 
using the logging road on Dec 15th 2022 travelling from the parking lot to the Cat ski turn off. The next 
day, Dec 16 2022, the grizzly continued on to Gold Bridge.

The snowmobile experience is degraded the more snowmobile traffic there is and when you add 
alcohol to that it's just not a nice place to be let alone the safety risk.

The grooming proposal states that the fee takers will reduce user conflicts, increase public safety and 
education, reduce unwanted commercial use of the area and to work cooperatively with the other tenure 
holders to manage recreation responsibly.

Do PVSC really have that authority? If so, exactly what are the details to accomplish this?

Where are all the safe guards, policy strategy and regulations to protect the wildlife?

Point 7.3 states that “PUSC will closely monitor the user group as it is our intention to work with the 
residents to provide a satisfactory solution to all parties”. This sounds like they have not talked to 
anyone and don't intend to. 

Point 8.1 sounds like PVSC's only concerned with only snowmobile tenure holders from the Whistler 
side. What about all the tenure holders on the Gold Bridge side in addition to snowmobilers, eg 
trappers, guide outfitters, loggers, etc

Point 8.2 Commercial operators. PVSC states that they have been talking to BC Snow Cats to mitigate 
conflicts with solutions like increased signage, mapping, extensive markers, and do everything in their 
power to mitigate safety concerns and reduce any activity that may negatively impact business 
opeartions of BC Snow Cats. So what about the rest of the tenure holders, commercial operators and 
the wildlife! Where is this covered? 

Point 9.1 Safety. It would appear that PVSC has a strong safety program for the safety of the 
snowmobilers coming over from Whistler. But no program to prevent the displacement of wildlife
It states that PVSC is working on a trail map to inform users of tenure boundaries, snowmobile trails, 



snowmobile areas, acceptable corridors to pass through tenure areas and trail rules. It says PVSC has 
open dialogue with other groups. No one has contacted us and we hold multiple tenures in the area they
want to develop.

Point 10.1 Government. This section makes a lot of claims of authority and actions that PVSC don't 
have. The final statement it is our goal to create a sustainable recreation experiecnce. If they believe 
that then we would like to see more detail on how they plan to achieve this and please start by 
addressing our issues raised.

In summary, the Hurley Pass Recreational Trail does not meet most tof the 22 key components and 
actions listed in the Trails Strategy of British Columbia put our by the government. The intro to the 22 
key components and actions state environmental stewardship integrated in trail planning, development, 
managment and use is essential to ensure that trails exist with minimal impacts on the environment.

The 22 action points are as follows:

Action #1: Integrate a framework of environmental considerations, actions and standards into planning,
construction and management of the provincial trail network. 

Action #2: Enhance environmental awareness and appreciation through education and interpretation. 

Action #3: Collaboratively develop local, regional and provincial trail system plans that secure 
opportunities for all trail users in balance with environmental, cultural and social values. 

Action #4: Engage First Nations in collaborative trail planning 

Action #5: Engage landowners, tenured resource users and other stakeholders in collaborative trail 
planning. 

Action #6: Integrate trail planning with the transportation network system. 

Action #7: Use legislative tools to approve trails, and identify trail uses, in support of a comprehensive 
trail network 

Action #8: Develop a communication and education strategy to inform trail users, land owners and 
managers about the existing governance framework. 

Action #9: Improve legislation, regulations and policy to manage motorized use and enhance 
opportunities for motorized trail users. 

Action #10: Enhance recreation opportunities by reducing liability risk to landowners and groups 
responsible for managing trails. 

Action #11: Establish a reliable and diverse funding model to support B.C.’s trail system. 

Action #12: Provide a clear and up-to-date catalogue of various funding sources that can support trails. 

Action #13: Consolidate existing trail standards, guidelines and best practices, and ensure they are 
widely communicated and accessible for agency staff and user groups. 



Action #14: Develop and implement educational programs that foster responsible trail practices and 
voluntary compliance. 

Action #15: Integrate the BC Trail Program with inter-agency compliance and enforcement services. 

Action #16: Integrate consideration of recreation trail use into resource road decisions 

Action #17: Develop a “best practices” approach to the stewardship of trails on, or adjacent to, 
agricultural and private lands. 

Action #18: Develop and maintain an inventory of trails. 

Action #19: Undertake a comprehensive survey of trail users. 

Action #20: Support the marketing of trails, where there is community and trail user group support. 

Action #21: Establish a provincial trail advisory body to provide advice on the implementation of the 
Trails Strategy and the BC Trail Program. 

Action #22: Support existing local and regional trail committees or groups, and where not present 
encourage their establishment, so they can help implement the Trails Strategy. 

Find the full document at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/sports-recreation-arts-and-
culture/outdoor-recreation/camping-and-hiking/recreation-sites-and-trails/trail-strategy.pdf


